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CHAPTER I. 

IST TO 4th seal. — REV. VI. 1 — 8. 

1 And I saw when the Lamb opened one of the seals ; 
and 1 heard as it were the noise of thunder, one of the four 
living creatures saying. Come and see, 

2 And I saw, and behold a white horse ; and he that 
sat on him had a how ; and a crown was given unto him : 
and he went forth conquering and to conquer, • 

The explanation appears given in chapter xix. 

11 And I saw heaven opened, and behold a white Juyrse ; 
and he that sat upon him was called Faithful and True ; 
and in righteousness he doth judge and make war. 

12 His eyes were as a flame of fire, and on his head 
were many crowns ; and he had a nam£ written, that no 
man knew hut he himself: 

13 And he was clothed with a vesture dipped in hlood : 
and his name is called The Word of God, 
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14 And the armies which were in heaven followed him 
upon white horses, clothed in fine linen, white and clean, 

15 And out of his mouth goeth a sharp sword, that with 
it he should smite the naiions ; and he shall rule them with 
a rod of iron and he treadeth the wine-press of the fierce- 
ness and wrath of Almighty God. 

16 And he hath on his vesture and on his thigh a name 
written. King of kings, and Lord of lords, 

Ver. 15. — " And he shall rule them with a rod of 
iron." In chap. xii. ver. 5, the woman is said to have 
brought forth a man-child who was to rule aU nations 
with a rod of iron. The same figure is employed in 
Ps. ii. 9, allusion being made to Almighty power. 

The living creature who summoned the prophet was 
like a lion. Our Saviour is the Lion of the tribe of 
Juda]|i. 

8 And when he had opened the second seal, I heard tJie 
second living creature say. Come and see. 

4 And there weni out another horse that was red / and 
power was given to him that sat thereon to take peace from 
the earth, and that they should kill one another ; and there 
was given unto him a great sword. 

The second living creature like a calf (which should 
have been translated buU) said, Come and see. The 
bull is an emblem of Italy : that country ^< was named 
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by the Pelas^, who settled in Tuscanj, and who called 
a bull Italus in their language." *. 

To take peace from the earth might apply to perse- 
cution of the Christians. " That thej should kill one 
another" would have no reference to the Christians, 
who were passive. The prediction was thus fulfilled ; 
" Within 143 years from the death of Marcus Antoni- 
nus to the accession of Constantino, there were thirty- 
eight emperors and partners of the empire, nearly all of 
iidiom were slain in popular convulsions or rebellions of 
the soldiery." — (Croly.) 

5 And when he had opened the third seal, I heard the 
third living creaiure say. Come and see^ And I beheld, and 
lo, a black horse ; and he that sat on him had a yoke in his 
hand, 

6 And I heard a voice in the midst of the four living 
creatures say, A chcenix of wheat for a penny,* and three 
chemces of barley for a penny ; and see thou hurt not the 
oil and the wine. 

The third living creature, having the face of a man, 
said, Come and see. This is one reason for supposing 
Mahometanism represented by the forthcoming figure ; 
for in chap. ix. ver. 7, the locusts who seem plainly to 
figure the Mahometans, are said to have faces as the 
frees of men. 

* Faber's Dissertations. 
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A yoke is a symbol of subjection, either to a true or 
false religion. Wheat and barley at the price men- 
tioned in the text would be very dear, the consequence 
of scarcity, and by this figure spiritual destitution is 
denoted. Amos chap. viii. ver. 11, " Behold the days 
come, saith the Lord God, that I will send a famine 
in the land, not a famine for bread, nor a thirst for 
water, but of hearing the words of the Lord : and 
they shall wander from sea to sea, from the north even 
to the east ; they shall run to and fro to seek the word 
of the Lord, and shall not find it.'' That oil and wine 
represent true believers, I think appears from figures 
not unlike ; certainly doing so in chap. ix. ver. 4 : — 
'^And it was commanded them that they should not 
hurt the grass of the earth, neither any green thing, 
neither any tree ; but only those men who have not the 
seal of God in their foreheads." 

7 And when he had opened the fourths seal, I heard the 
voice of the fourth living creature say. Come and see. 

8 And I looked, and behold a pale horse ; and his name 
that sat on him was Death, and hell followed with him : 
and power was given unto them over the fourth part of the 
earth, to kill with sword, and with hunger, and with death, 
and with the beasts of the earth. 

^' The summoner in this instance is the fourth living 
creature, the eagle, the emblem of rapidity and fierce- 
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ness. The pale horse marks a change alike in the 
moral aud intellectual character of the coming period. 
It has been supposed to refer to decay. The natural 
meaning is its contrast with the blackness of the period 
that went before. If it is an increased havoc, it is also 
an increased illumination of man. The habitual mean- 
ing of ')(ki$}poc is green, virus, the colour of living vege- 
tation ; but as applied to the human frame, this colour 
implies decay. It is frequently used for the paleness 
of ill-health or dissolution. Thus the Emperor Con- 
stantino was called Chlorus from the bloodlessness of his 
countenance : still the colour implies a distinction be- 
tween this period and the former in point of light. 
Death and Hades sufficiently express the spirit of 
slaughter. The group of the horse, the rider, and his 
follower, fill up the double character of the comparative 
illumination and the remorseless massacre." — (GroZy), 
who also thinks general usage would justify the trans- 
lation, " a sovereign persecutor," instead of " beasts of 
the earth." 

The four seals denote eras. The era of intellectual 
darkness is typified by the black horse, and was the 
ultimate result of Mahometanism. If the pale, as dis- 
tinguished from the black horse, typifies enlightenment, 
but connected with decay, — spiritual decay, — an era 
with this combination, and subsequent to the prophetic 
vision, can only be pointed out from the close of the 
seventeenth century, when infidelity has so generally 
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prevailed, accompanied with great intellectual advance- 
ment. The era appears alluded to in the following 
verses ; — 

2 PETER in., 3, 4. 

" There shall come in the last days scoffers, walking 
after their cum htsts, 

" And saying, where is the promise of his coming ? for 
since the fathers fell asleep, all things continue as from 
the beginning oftJie creation.^' 



JuDE 17 to 19. 

" But, beloved, remember ye the words which were ^oken 
before of the Apostles qfour Lord Jesus Christ : 

" How that they told you there should be mockers in the 
last tim£, who should walk after their own ungodly lusts, 

" These be they who separate themselves, sensual, having 
not the Spirit," 
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CHAPTER n. 

SEOOND, THIRD, AND FIFTH TRUMPETS, 

CHAP. vni. 8 — 11. 

8 And the second angel sounded, and as it were a great 
mountain burning with fire was cast into the sea : and the 
third part of the sea became blood ; 

9 And the third part of the creatures which were in the 
sea, and had life, died ; and the third part of the ships were 
destroyed. 

The devastation of Africa bj the Vandals, and the 
naval expeditions undertaken both by and against them, 
are, I think, referred to.* 

10 And the third angel sounded, and there fell a great star 
from heaven, burning as it were a lamp, and it fell upon 

the third part of the rivers, and upon the fountains of 
waters: 

* In this interpretation four Seals are supposed to denote eras, 
and six Trumpets events that happened during the eras. The Viak 
seem plainly to follow the Trumpets ; hut any interpretation that 
represents the Trumpets to have followed the Seals appears defectiTe. 
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11 And the name of the star is called Wormwood .• and 
the third part of the waters became wormwood; and many 
men died of the waters because they were made bitter. 

The chief minister of a church, and perhaps a church 
itself, may be represented by a star. " The seven stars 
are the angels of the seven churches." Ch. i. 20. A 
fall from heaven is a fall from an eminent position. 
The star shining like a lamp denotes zeal and purity, as 
in Isaiah Ixii. 1, — " For Zion*s sake will I not hold my 
peace, and for Jerusalem's sake I will not rest, till the 
righteousness thereof go forth as brightness, and the 
salvation thereof as a lamp that burneth." 

The African Church, after the invasion of the Vandals 
may be spoken of as fallen, and is perhaps referred to. 
It made the waters wormwood ; bitter waters may here 
represent the calamities endured by the descendants of 
the persecutors of that Church. 

CHAP. IX. 1 — 7. 

1 And the fifth angel sounded, and I saw a star fall 
from heaven unto the earth : and to him was given the key 
of the bottomless pit, 

2 And he opened the bottomless pit ; and there arose a 
smoke out of the pit, as the smoke of a great furnace ; and 
the sun and the air were darkened by reason of the smoke 
qf the pit. 
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3 And there came out of the smoke locusts wpon the earth ; 
and unto them was given power, as the scorpions of the earth 
have power. 

4 And it was commanded them that they should not hurt 
the grass of the earth, neither any green thing, neither any 
tree ; hut only those men, which have not the seal of God in 
their foreheads. 

5 And to them it was given that they should not kill 
them, but that they should be tormented Jive months : and 
their torment was as the torment of a scorpion, when he 
striketh a man. 

6 And in those days shall men seek death, and shall not 
find it ; and sJiall desire to die, and death shall flee from 
them, 

7 And the shape of the locusts were like unto horses pre- 
pared unto battle ; and on their heads were as it were 
crowns like gold, and their faces were as the faces of men. 

In the first verse, the Eastern Church is, I think, 
meant : and by the locusts, the Mahometans or Sara- 
cens. A fallen star, or church, is said to have opened 
the bottomless pit, its corruptions having brought upon 
it the instruments of divine vengeance. By grass of the 
earth, green thing, and tree, in ver. 4, the members of 
the witnessing churches in Dauphiny and Piedmont are 
alluded to. The Saracens approached without invading 
their valleys, having conquered from the mouth of the 
Garonne to Aries, between 721 and 732. In the latter 
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year they were defeated at Tours by Charles Martel, and 
driven beyond the Pyrenees by Pepin, the son of Charles, 
in 755. 

A piratical colony was founded by the Saracens south 
of the Vaudois valleys "at Frassinetoj supposed to 
have been between Nice and Monaco ; it was destroyed 
by a Count of Provence in 972." — (Hallam,) 

Perhaps the Paulicians are also referred to in the 
figurative language of the fourth verse ; they appear 
to have misunderstood the Scripture; but we have 
probably received an exaggerated account of their 
mistakes. Many Christians in the South of France 
who are said to have been of Paulician origin, would 
give one a favourable opinion of their Church in the 
East. The following sketch is taken from Gibbon and 
Hallam's "Middle Ages." It will be seen that the 
locusts or Saracens were in alliance with the Paulicians, 
who assisted them in opposing ** those men " who, 
having embraced idolatry, " had not the seal of the 
Almighty in their foreheads." 

The controversies in the East were followed by a 
long period of religious torpor, superstition prevailed, 
and councils and clergy were unopposed. This slumber 
was broken in the middle of the seventh century by 
the appearance of the Paulicians. Constantine of 
Mananalis entertained a deacon of the church return- 
ing from captivity in Syria, who repaid his hospitality 
with a copy of the New Testament. Professing to 
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draw his views of Christianity from that book, Con- 
stantine, assuming the name of Silvanus the com- 
panion of Paul, and aided by fellow-labourers, who 
took the names of Timothy, Titus, and Tychicus, ga- 
thered numerous churches in Armenia, Cappadocia, 
and Pontus, from among the Manicheans, the Catho- 
lics, and followers of Zoroaster, having laboured for 
twenty-seven years, he fell a sacrifice to the persecu- 
tion of the Greek emperor. For a hundred and fifty 
years his followers braved the opposition of Jus- 
tinian n., Michael I., and Leo V. Under the 
regency of the Empress Theodara, they were hunted 
in the mountains and cities of Asia Minor, and a 
hundred thousand are said to have perished by the 
sword, the gibbet, or the fiames. " This persecution 
led to the revolt of Carbeas, a valiant Paulician who 
commanded the guards of the general of the east, and 
whose father had been impaled by the Catholic in- 
quisitors. He renounced, with five thousand of his 
brethren, the allegiance to anti-christian Rome. A 
Saracen emir introduced Carbeas to the caliph, who 
extended his sceptre to the implacable enemy of the 
Greeks. In the mountains between Sewas and Trebi- 
zond, he founded or fortified the city of Tephrice, 
which became the stronghold of his adherents. In 
alliance with the Mahometans they ravaged the eastern 
empire for thirty years, and the Emperor Michael was 
defeated by them under the walls of Samosata.'' 
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" Chrysocheir, the successor of Carbeas, penetrated 
with the Moslems into the heart of Asia. The troops 
of the province and palace were repeatedly overthroYm, 
the edicts of persecution were answered by the pillage 
of Nice and Nicomedia of Aneyna and Ephesus, where 
the cathedral was turned into a stable for mules and 
horses, and the Paulicians vied with the Saracens in 
their contempt and abhorrence of images and relics." 

" The Emperor Basil wasted the Paulician territory 
with fire and sword, but retreated from the strength of 
Tephrice. Chrysocheir was subsequently surprised and 
slain, and on a second approach of the emperor, 
Tephrice was deserted, the city was ruined, but the 
spirit of independance survived in the mountains. The 
Paulicians defended for more than a century their re- 
ligion and liberty, and maintained a perpetual alliance 
with the Moslem enemies of the empire." 

" About the middle of the eighth century, Constan- 
tine (surnamed by the Catholics Copronymus), found, 
during an expedition into Armenia, a^ number of 
Paulicians, opposed, like himself, to image worship. 
He transplanted them to Constantinople and Thrace ; 
their doctrine was thus diffused in Europe. In the 
tenth century they were joined by a number of 
brethren, transported by John Zimisces, who wished 
to sever their connection with the Saracens, and plant 
them on the Danube as a barrier against the Scythians. 
Their exile was softened by a free toleration. The 
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Faulicians held the city of PhilippopoKs, and the keys 
of Thrace. The Catholics were their subjects; they 
.occupied a line of villages and castles in Macedonia and 
IBpirus, and many native Bulgarians adopted their 
opinions." 

" In the reign of Alexius Comnenus, two thousand 
^YB hundred Faulicians deserted in the Norman war. 
The emperor wrested PhiHppopolis frpm them, and 
entrapped and punished their leaders. One Paulician 
was burnt as a heretic before the church of Sophia. 
After the death of Alexius, the Faulicians resumed 
their civil and religious laws. In the beginning of the 
thirteenth century their primate resided on the confines 
of Bulgaria, Croatia, and Dalmatia. At the end of the 
last age the colony still inhabited the valleys of Mount 
Haemus^ and was more frequently tormented by the 
Greek clergy than by the Turkish government." — 
{Gibbon abridged.) 

''The most authentic account of the Faulicians is 
found in a little treatise of Petrus Siculus, who lived 
about 870, under Basil the Macedonian. He had been 
employed on an embassy to Tephrice, the principal 
town of these heretics, so that he might easily be well 
informed; and though he is sufficiently bigoted, I do 
not see any reason to question the general truth of his 
testimony, especially as it tallies so well with what we 
learn of the predecessOTS and successors of the Pao- 
licians. They had rejected many of the Manicheau 

B 
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doctrines, those I believe which were borrowed from 
the oriental, Gnostic, and Cabbalistic philosophy of 
emanation, and therefore readily condenmed Manes. 
But thej retained his capital errors, so far as regarded 
the principle of dualism, which he had taken from 
Zerdusht's religion, and the consequences he had de- 
rived from it. Petrus Siculus enumerates six Paul- 
isian heresies. 1. They maintained the existence g£ 
two deities ; the one evil and the creator of this world, 
the other good, called Trariyp enovpavioff, the author of 
that which is to come. 2. They refused to worship the 
Virgin, and asserted that our Lord brought his body 
from heaven. 3. They rejected the Lord's supper. 
4. And the adoration of the cross. 5. They denied 
the authority of the Old Testament, but admitted the 
New, except the epistles of Peter, and perhaps the 
Apocalypse. 6. They did not acknowledge the order 
of priests." 

''There seems every reason to suppose that the 
Paulicians, notwithstanding their mistakes, were en- 
dowed with sincere and zealous piety, and studious ot 
the Scriptures. A Paulician woman asked a young 
man if he read the Gk)spels. He replied that laymen 
were not permitted to do so ; but only the clergy : a 
curious proof that the Scriptures were already forbid- 
den in the Greek church, which I am inclined to 
believe was always more corrupt and more intolerant 
than the Latin, notwithstanding the leniency with 
which Protestant writers have treated it." — (Hallam.) 
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The Paulicians in the South of France, who had mi- 
grated from the east are noticed by the same author. 

" I have had occasion to relate the severe persecu- 
tion which nearly exterminated the Albigenses of 
Languedoc, at the close of the twelfth century, and in- 
volved the counts of Toulouse in their ruin. The 
Catharists, a fraternity of the same Paulician origin, 
more dispersed than the Albigenses, had previously 
sustained a similar trial. Their belief was certainly a 
compound of strange errors with truth, but it was 
attended by qualities of a far superior quality to 
orthodoxy — ^by a sincerity, a piety, and a self-devotion 
that almost purified the age in which they lived. It is 
always important to perceive that these high moral 
excellencies have no necessary connection with specu- 
lative truths, and upon this account I have been more 
disposed to state explicitly the real Manicheism of the 
Albigenses ; especially as Protestant writers, consider- 
ing all the enemies of Rome as their Mends, have been 
apt to place the opinions of these sectaries in a very 
£Edse light. In the course of time undoubtedly the 
system of their Paulician teachers would have yielded — 
if the inquisitors had admitted the experiment — ^to a 
more accurate study of the Scriptures, and to the know- 
ledge which they would have imbibed from the church 
itself; and in ^t we find that the peculiar tenets of 
Manicheism died away after the middle of the thirteenth 
century. Although a spirit of dissent from the es- 

^1 
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tablished creed broke out in abundant instances 
during the two subsequent ages." 

'* We are in general deprived of explicit testimony 
in tracing the revolutions of popular opinion. Much 
must therefore be left to conjecture, but I am inclined 
to attribute a very extensive effect to the preaching 
of these hereticks. They appear in various countries 
nearly during the same period in Spain, Lombardy, 
Germany, Flanders, and England, as well as France. 
Thirty unhappy persons, convicted of denying the 
sacraments are said to have perished at Oxford, by 
cold and famine in the reign of Henry 11. In every 
country the new sects appear to have spread chiefly 
among the lower people, which, while it accounts for 
the imperfect notice of historians, indicates a more sub- 
stantial influence upon the moral condition of society, 
than the conversion of a few nobles or ecclesiastics.*' 
— {Hallam,) . 

As I before said, the Saracenic power seems also 
figured by the black horse and its rider. The living 
creature having the face of a man, said to the prophet, 
^' Come and see;" and in verse 7, the locust's faces are 
said to be as those of men. Wlien the black horse 
appeared, a voice said, " See that thou hurt not the 
oil and the wine." The locusts are commanded not to 
hurt the grass of the earth, neither any green thing, 
neither any tree. 
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CHAPTER m. 

THE TWO WITNESSES. — CHAP. XI. 3 — 13. 

3 Anid I will give power unto my two witnesses, and they 
shall prophesy a thomand two hundred and threescore days, 
clothed in sackcloth, 

4 Tliese are the two olive trees, and the two candlesticks 
standing before the God of the earth. 

5 And if any man will hurt them, fire proceedeth out of 
their mouth, and devoureth their enemies ; and if. any man 
will hurt them, he must in this manner be killed. 

6 These have power to shut heaven, that it rain not in 
the days of their prophecy : and have power over waters to 
turn hem to blood, and to smite the earth with all plagues 
as often as they will. 

7 And when they shaU have finished their testimony, tlm 
head that ascendeth out of the bottomless pit shall make 
war against them and shall overcome tliem, and kill them, 

8 And their dead bodies [shall lie] in the street of the 
great city, which spiritually is called Sodom and Egypt, 
where also our Lord was crucified. 

9 And they of the people ^ and kindred, and tongues, and 
nations, shaU see their dead bodies three days and a half, 
and shall Twt siuffer their dead bodies to be put in graves. 
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10 And they that dwell upon the earth shall rejoice over 
them, and make merry ^ and sliall send gifts one to another ; 
because these two prophets tormsnted tliem that dwelt on the 
earth, 

3,1 And after three days and a half the spirit of life 
from God entered into them, and they stood upon their feet ; 
and great fear fell upon them which saw them, 

12 And they heard a great voice from heaven sjnying unto 
them. Come up hither. And they ascended up to lieaven 
in a cloud ; and their enemies beheld them, 

13 And the same hour there was a great earthquake, 
and the tenth part of the city fell, and in the earthquake 
were slain of men seven thousand : and the remnant were 
affrighted, and gave ghry to the God cf heaven. 

" Bishop Lloyd, and after him Mr. Whiston, apply 
this prophecy to the poor Protestants in the valleys of 
Piedmont, who by a cruel edict of their sovereign, insti- 
gated by the French king, were imprisoned or murdered, 
and banished, and totally dissipated, at the latter end 
of the year 1686. They were kindly received by the 
Protestant states, and after a while, entering Savoy, 
regained their ancient possessions. The Duke, having 
then left the French interest, pardoned and re-estab- 
lished them by an edict, dated June 4, 1690, just three 
years and a half after their . total dissipation. Bishop 
Lloyd applied the prophecy to them before their return, 
as Mr. Whiston relates, and on this ground encouraged 
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a refugee minister of the Vaudois, whose name was 
Jordan, to return home, and returning he heard the 
joyful news of the deliverance of his country."* 

" The origin of the venerable churches of the Albi- 
genses and Waldenses is buried in the most rem<^ 
antiquity. Misled partly by an inversion of etymology, 
and partly by the Albigenses having fled to the Alps 
after the crusade against them in the south of France, 
Thuanus, and others, have supposed the church of 
the Waldenses to have derived its name from Peter 
Valdo of Lyons, who flourished in the twelfth century. 
But in truth, as Leger remarks, Peter borrowed his 
appellation of Le Vaudois, or Le Valdo, from the 
Church of the Vallenses."f 

" Bernard, abbot of Foncald, thus writes ; * While 
Pope Lucius of glorious memory presided over the 
holy Boman Church, new heretics suddenly raised 
their heads, who received a name that was an omen 
of their future lot, being called Valdenses, from a dark 
dense valley, because they are involved in dark and 
thick shades. These heretics, although condemned by 
the sovereign pontiff above-named, have not ceased to 
emit their perfidious poison throughout the world.' 
The author of these lines having dedicated the book 
containing them to Lucius m., who was pope from 
1181 to 1185, and mentioning a deceased pope of the 

* Newton. t Faber. 
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same name as contemporary with the Yaldenses, they 
must have been so called between 1144, the year in 
which Lucius 11. died, and consequently before Peter 
Valdo, who was not persecuted for heresy till after 
1^1, Jean de Bellesmains, who anathematised him, 
having been made Archbishop of Lyons in that year. 
The venerable monument of the ancient Vaudois 
Church, ' The Noble Lesson,' of the date of 1100, thus 
explains the name : 

' Si n'i alcun bon que ame et tema Yeshu Xrist, 
Que non yolha maudire ni jurar ni mentir, 
Ni avoutrar ni audr ni penre de Tautruy, 
Ni venjar se de li seo enemis^ 
Hh dion qu'es Vaudes e degne de punir.* 

Which we translate thus ; 

'If there be any one who Iotcs and fears Jesus Christy 
Who will not curse^ nor swear, nor lie. 
Nor be unchaste, nor kill, nor take what is another's. 
Nor take yengeance on his enemies. 
They say he is a Yaud^s, and worthy of punishment/ 

" The word Vaudes is now acknowledged to contain 
a cruel reproach, and to be equivalent to an accusation 
of sorcery. In the Bomance language it has the 
meaning of sorcerer, and also in the patois of the 
Canton de Vaud. In the time of ignorance, fanatical 
priests have accused of secret intercodrse with the 
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spirits of darkness, those whom an enlightened faith 
caused to withdraw from the Boman Catholic church. 
Now, it being a certain fact that the Vaudois have 
often been held up to popular hatred as sorcerers, we 
cannot be surprised at a name so odious being gener^y 
given them in the tenth and eleventh centuries, when 
ignorance and superstition were at their height."* 

"That neither the Albigensic nor the Vallensic 
Church could have been founded by Peter Valdo, is 
established by the testimony to their high antiquity 
borne by writers even of the twelfth and thirteenth 
centuries. The first testimony is that of an Inquisitor, 
now or lately preserved in the public library at Cam- 
bridge. He states, that when in the thirteenth century 
the Albigenses were driven from the south of France, 
they joined themselves to a community' in the Alps, 
professing similar religious sentiments, and which is 
stated by him to have then existed in the Piedmontese 
valleys from a period far beyond the memory of man. 
It is true, the Inquisitor thinks the name derived from 
Peter Valdo, but he ascribes it to the Albigenses, who 
had joined the ancient church in Piedmont. In this, 
chronology itself proves him mistaken — ^the constant 
opposition of the Valdenses to the Church of Rome 
having made them notorious under this appellation, 
even in the earliest part of the twelfth century." 

* MoQastier^ translated by the Tract Society. 
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" The Albigenses are alluded to in the fourth canon ot 
the Council of Tours, held in 1163 ; — "In the parts 
of Toulouse a heresy long since sprung up, which, gra- 
dually spreading itself like a cancer to the neighbouring 
places, has now infected many persons through Gascony, 
and other provinces." 

"Again, the Archbishop of Narbonne, in his letter to 
the king of Arragon, written in 1213, bitterly laments 
the prevalence of that heretical pest, but confesses at 
the same time, that it had been sown £rom remote an- 
tiquity. This prelate wrote only thirty-four years at 
most after the death of Yaldo, and yet ascribes a high 
antiquity to a church situated in his own province. 
Louis IX., in a letter to the citizens of Narbonne, 1228, 
promises that his utmost efforts will be used to extirpate 
the heretics, who had greatly multiplied in the south of 
France, and who, he says, h^ve now poured forth their 
venom during a long period of time." 

" The antiquity of the Albigensian Church is further 
testified by the Inquisitor -General Eeinerius Saccho, 
once himself a Yallensian, and afterwards a persecutor 
of his former brethren. He lived seventy or eighty 
years after Peter Yaldo, but expressly states, that one 
reason of the Yaldensian sect being more dangerous 
than any other to the Church of Bome was its much 
higher antiquity." 

" That the two Churches may be considered the Wit- 
nesses of the Bevelations, they must be cleared from a 
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reproach made by writers of the Roman school who 
describe them as having been tainted with the Manichean 
heresy. To the full extent of this speculation the Bishop 
of Meaux has not advanced. In his j udgment the Albi- 
genses indeed were Manicheans, but not the Yallenses. 
But in the distinction he would make, the bishop is not 
borne out by the evidence of antiquity. When the Albi- 
genses in the thirteenth century were partly extirpated 
and partly driven out of France by the crusade of De 
Montfort, the chief part of the fugitives emigrated to the 
valleys of Piedmont, where they were received by the 
Yallenses as brethren, and henceforth the two hitherto 
distinct churches became united ; but in the very nature 
of things such an event could never have happened if the 
Albigenses were Manicheans, while the Yallenses (as we 
are assured by the Bishop of Meaux) utterly abhorred 
Manicheism. Unless their doctrine had been the same 
they would never have formed an united church. Such 
is the necessary inference from this remarkable fact, and 
it is expressly corroborated by the contemporary evidence 
of Pope Innocent III. In the year 1198, this pontiff ad- 
dressed a letter to the bishops of Southern France and 
Northern Spain, where the Albigenses had many fol- 
lowers, in which he declares, that the members of both 
churches were equally heretics, because they maintained 
the very same doctrinal system," * f Mr. Faber here 

*Faber. 

t It seems certain^ however^ that there were Manicheans in the 
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quotes the orthodox profession of faith from " The Noble 
Lesson," a Vallensian work of the latter end of the 
twelfth century; also a profession made in 1176 by the 
Albigenses before the Bishop of Albi and neighbouring 
prelates, who laboured in vain to educe a semblance of 
Manicheism from them. ^' Let us now attend to the ad- 
mission of their adversaries. The most explicit in their 
fe.vour is by Reinerius Saccho, Inquisitor-General in 
1254 : 'Among all the sects which still are or have been, 
there is none more pernicious to the church than that of 
the Leonists, and this for three reasons : The first, because 
it is older than the rest, for some say that it hath en- 
dured from the time of Pope Sylvester, others from 
that of the Apostles. The second is, because it is more 
general, for there is scarce any country where this sect 
is not. The third is, that unlike other sects, who beget 
horror by their blasphemies, this of the Leonists hath a 
great show of piety, for they live justly before men, 
and believe all the articles contained in the creed, only 

South of France. The Waldenses were probably joined (after the 
crusade) by members of the true Church, who might have been ac- 
companied by Manich^ans ; the latter meeting with true teachers, 
probably renounced their errors, and joined the Vaudois Church. 
There were several sects in the South of France — the true, the 
witnessing Church, was probably the one spoken of by Mezenay as 
being more learned than the Manich^ans, and altogether remote 
from their ideas (see p. 29). Mr. Faber thinks it established, on 
plausible evidence, that there were Manich^ans in France, but 
quite distinct from the Albigenses. 
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they blaspheme the Church of Rome and the Clergy, 
wherein the multitude of the laity is ready enough to 
believe them.' Mezeray, treating of the year 1163, re- 
marks that there were two kind of heretics in the south 
of France — ^the one class, ignorant and dissolute, were a 
species of Manicheans ; the other class was more learned, 
and altogether remote from their ideas. The second 
class held opinions much like the Calvinistic : they were 
variously called Henricians and Valdenses, but the peo- 
ple ignorantly confounded them with the Manicheans, 
Cathari, or Bulgarians." * I am sorry to have quoted 
so much from Mr. Faber, but proofs are so connected 
in his able treatise that it is difficult to omit any. 

In the following extracts fi'om Monastier's " History 
of the Vaudois," f " The Albigenses," and other oppo- 
nents of superstition, are also referred to : — 

Pope Celestine I., writing to the bishops of Vienne 
and Narbonne, between 423 and 432, complains of men 
having granted permission to foreign priests to preach as 
they pleased, and agitate unlearned questions, intro- 
ducing dissensions into the church. From the conclu- 
sion of his letter, we may see that the foreign priests con- 
demned saint- worship, " or endeavoured to destroy the 
memory of our brethren who are at rest." Vigilantius 
had been a priest in Barcelona or its neighbourhood : 
when travelling in the East he had met with Jerome, who 

• Faber. f Translated by the Tract Society. 
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endeavoured to instil his ideas respecting relics, saints, 
images, celibacy, and the merits of solitary life. Vigi- 
lantius was immoveable, he retired to Lombardy ; ahd, 
in opposing superstition, found, as Jerome states, even 
among the bishops, accomplices of his wickedness. The 
long and persevering resistance of one part of the Church 
to the encroachments of Eome is unquestionable. At 
the close of the sixth century, Serenus, Bishop of Mar- 
seilles, is thus addressed by Gregory the Great : — '' We 
have been apprised that, animated by an inconsiderate 
zeal, you have broken in pieces the images of the saints, 
on the plea that they ought not to be adored. In truth, 
we should have entirely approved of your conduct had 
you condemned their adoration ; but we blame you for 
having broken them in pieces : for it is one thing to 
adore a painting, and another to learn by its history the 
proper object of adoration." 

" About the middle of the eighth century, the French 
prelates reproached Boniface, the apostle of Germany, 
with favouring the celibacy of the priests, the worship 
of saints and images, masses for the dead, the doctrine 
of purgatory, and for maintaining the Pope's supremacy. 
The 10th epistle of Pope Zachary to Boniface is explicit 
on the opposition to the Bomish ritual, '^ As for the 
priests whom your fraternity have found (who are more 
numerous than the Catholics) wandering about disguised 
under the name of bishops or priests, not ordained by 
Catholic bishops, who deceive the people, perplex and 
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trouble the ministers of the church, they are false vaga* 
bonds, adulterers, murderers, sacrilegious hypocrites, 
the greater part tonsured slaves, who have fled from 
their masters, servants of the devil, transformed into 
ministers of Christ, who are without bishops, meet in 
separate assemblies to exercise their erroneous ministry, 
— ^not in a Catholic Church, but in strange places, in the 
cellars of country people, where their stupid folly may 
be concealed &om the bishops." 

" We must notice the vigorous opposition made in the 
dominions of Charlemagne to the decision of the Second 
Council of Nice (787) in favour of the worship of images. 
These decisions, and others also on the sign of the cross, 
were rejected by the council of Frankfort (794), not- 
withstanding opposition by the Pope's legates. The pre- 
lates of the second Counpil of Nice having anathematised 
those who refused to worship images, Charlemagne ob- 
served, that '^ in so doing they had anathematised, and 
branded as heretics, their own fathers ; and as they had 
been consecrated by them, their consecration was null, 
and therefore they were not themselves true priests." 

*' Claude of Turin is one of the brightest beacons that 
illuminates the night of those remote times. At £a*st 
chaplain to Louis le Debonnaire, while Charlemagne 
was still living, he was appointed by Louis to the 
bishopric of Turin, about 822. Eloquent, as a preacher, 
and profoundly conversant with the Scriptures, he exer- 
cised an 9<^tive and useful ministry for seventeen years ; 
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and what forms a prominent feature in his labours, he 
banished all images from the churches. Being censured 
by the abettors of superstition, he replied in writii^g. 
His works are lost, with the exception of fragments 
preserved by his opponent, Jonas d' Orleans. I make 
a few extracts from " The Apologetic Reply of Claude, 
Bishop, to the Abbot Theodomir : " — 

" Let us hear what the followers of false religion and 
superstition say : — ' It is in memory of our Saviour that 
we honour and adore the cross, either painted or erected 
to his honour.' Nothing, then, pleases them in our 
Saviour, but that which pleased the impious — the oppro- 
brium of his sufferings, and the ignominy of his death. 
They believe, respecting him, what the wicked beUeve, 
both Jews and Pagans, who reject his resurrection and 
onry regard him as tortured, and who, in their heart, 
always think of him in the agony of his suffering, not 
regarding what the apostle said, 'Though we have 
known Christ after the flesh, yet now henceforth know 
we him no more after that manner.' The Almighty 
commands one thing, these people practise another. We 
are commanded to bear, the cross, not to adore it. These 
people would adore it, while they bear it fieither cor- 
porally or spiritually, — ^the Almighty is forsaken, not 
served in this manner. He has said himself, 'Who- 
ever will come after me, let him deny himself, and take 
up his cross and follow me.' " 

From the time of Claude of Turin,. to the beginning 
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of the twelfth century, there is little to record of the 
faithful church, yet sufficient to prove continued opposi- 
tion to prevailing errors. 

" Hatto, who in the year 945 was Bishop of Vercilli, 
between Turin and Milan, mentions in some of his let- 
ters, people in the neighbourhood of his own diocese who 
had left the church. Their doctrine, which he specifies, 
. appears that of the Vaudois." 

" The chronicle of the monastery of St. Thron, in 
Belgium, written by the Abbot Kadulph, between 1108 
and 1136, has reference to an inveterate heresy respect- 
ing the body and blood of our Lord that prevailed in a 
country the chronicler would pass through when cross- 
ing the Alps on his way to Rome." 

Monastier mentions so-called heretics in the 11th 
century at Orleans, Arras, Turin, Chalons-sur-Mame ; 
and throughout France some were excommunicated, 
some burnt, and others abjured. 

" M.Planta, in his History of the Helvetic Confederacy, 
quotes a passage ft*om the Chronicle of the Abbey of 
Corbie, taken from a manuscript, in his opinion, of the 
beginning of the twelfth century. This quotation, be- 
sides showing the missionary zeal of the Vaudois, proves 
the antiquity of their Church. '^Some laics of Suabia, 
Switzerland, and Bavaria, persons seduced by the ancient 
race of simple men who inhabit the Alps and their 
vicinity, and who love ancient things, wished to abase 
our religion and the &ith of all Christians of the Latin 
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Church — merchants belonging to these people of the 
Alps, who commit the Bible to memory, and have an 
aversion to the rites of the Church, which they call new, 
often find their way from Switzerland (ex Suicid,) into 
Suabia, Bavaria, and Northern Italy. They refuse to 
honour images, — they have an aversion to relics, — ^they 
rarely eat meat, some of them never. We call them 
Manicheans." 

" We must here refer to the appearance in different 
places during more than six hundred years of foreign 
preachers, unknown, but pointed out to the attention 
and inspection of the prelates, as not belonging to any 
Church, nor being subject to any spiritual chief, on 
which account they are often called Acephali (headless). 
In our opinion these men, or at least many among them, 
might be missionaries of the feithful churches still sur- 
viving the general apostasy. These preachers without 
a name, and without an ordination that the apostate 
Church approved of, were perhaps the spiritual guides 
sent to animate the faith of scattered flocks, and to win 
new souls to Christ. Such were the men twice de- 
nounced by Celestine to the prelates of Gaul. Those 
denounced to Zachary by Boniface of Germany ; the 
Acephalous clerks anathematized in the councils of 
Mayence or Arras in the year 813 ; of Pavia, in 850 and 
855 ; and of Melphi, a city of La Pouille, in 1090 — ^in 
short, an Amulph, a Pierre de Bruis, a Henry, and 
many others." 
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" In the year 1100 the church of the Vaudois valleys 
set forth its belief and discipline in writing, with a clear- 
ness and precision that by no means indicate a recent 
origin. At this time we find it sending forth evangelical 
missionaries to carry on the work of their predecessors. 
Two fellow-labourers especially attract our attention — 
Pierre de Bruis, a native of Dauphin6, and Henry, an 
Italian. Having first disseminated their doctrines in 
Dauphin^ and Provence, they passed into Languedoc 
and Gascony, whence their so-called heresy penetrated 
into Spain and England. Pierre was burnt at St. Gilles, 
in 1126. Henry escaped once, was again thrown into 
prison, where he died. A full detail is given by the 
author I have quoted, of the labours of the Vaudois 
missionaries in the twelfth century. Their being little 
molested in the tenth and eleventh centuries he attri- 
butes to the attention of the Papal Court being diverted 
by political agitations ; and in their native valleys the 
Vaudois were protected by a powerful family, the Counts 
of Lucema, who held immediately of the Empire. It 
was hardly till after the power of the Popes had reached 
its height, in the time of Gregory the Seventh, that 
here and there a few persons of note, holding opposite 
opinions, perished by fire or sword. But systematic 
persecution by crusade and the horrible Inquisition, are 
not of earlier date than Innocent HI., or the beginning 
-of the thirteenth century. At that time the Vaudois, 
persecuted in Ihe south of France with unparalleled and 
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incessant violence, were scattered throughout Europe : 
many took refuge in Bohemia, some in Poland, others 
in the cities of Lombardy, where the Ghibeline party 
prevailed. A great number fled to that part of the 
Alps which forms the frontier of France and Italy, 
where in the Vaudois valleys the pure faith had been 
preserved for ages." 

" At a period, not exactly known, at the end of the 
thirteenth or in the fourteenth century, the Vaudois of 
the valleys again turned their thoughts towards Pro- 
vence. Fertile but uncultivated lands bordering on the 
river Durance were granted them on advantageous 
terms. Their industry was rewarded by great pros- 
perity. They founded or enlarged Cabrieres, Merindol, 
Lormarin, Cadenet, Gordes, towns of considerable size ; 
and when in 1545 Francis I. caused the Vaudois to be 
persecuted and massacred, no less than twenty-two of 
their towns, villages, or hamlets were destroyed." With- 
out alluding to the horrible persecutions the Vaudois 
underwent in their valleys and elsewhere, I pass on to 
the conclusion of their testimony. 

In 1685, Louis XTV., having revoked the edict of 
Nantes, threatened that if the Duke of Savoy did not 
abolish the Vaudois Church he would do so himself, but 
that after the heretics were expelled he would retain 
their valleys. The menace was successful, and on the 
31st January, 1686, the Duke ordained absolute cessa- 
tion of every religious worship but the Roman, on pain 
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of death and confiscation of property. Remonstrance 
on the part of the Evangelical Cantons of Switzerland 
was ineffectual. The Vaudois prepared to defend them- 
selves, numbering 2500 men under arms. At first vic- 
torious, they became disunited, irresolute, and confiding 
in the promises of their enemies, at last surrendered, 
stipulating that they should be allowed to return to 
their homes, and then have the choice of exile or em- 
bracing Popery. The condition was totally disregarded ; 
1 2,000 persons, men, women, and children, torn from 
their native soil, were distributed in fortresses, and 
about 2000 children abducted from their parents, were 
dispersed among the Papists. 

After an imprisonment of six months, the Vaudois 
were released at the intercession of the Swiss Cantons, 
and allowed to emigrate, but of 12,000 who entered 
the prisons, only 3000 or 4000 arrived in Switzerland ; 
of the remainder, the greater part had died, some had 
turned Catholic. The exiles arrived in Geneva during 
January and February, 1687, and were distributed 
throughout the Evangelical Cantons, where thousands 
of the French refugees had been already supported. 
Their departure for the purpose of regaining their 
ancient homes, took place in 1689. 900 men, led by 
Henri Amaud, had assembled in a forest near the little 
town of Nyon, and on the 16th August crossed the Lake 
of Geneva. On the 27th they reached the first Vaudois 
Tillage, Balsille. Their struggle with the French and 
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Piedmontese troops lasted till May 18fh of the following 
year, when peace was offered them by the Duke, three 
years and a half subsequent to their expulsion. 

It is said the two witnesses ascended up to heaven 
(or assumed an eminent position) in a cloud, and their 
enemies beheld them ; and the same hour there was a 
great earthquake, and the tenth part of the city fell, and 
in the earthquake were slain of men seven thousand. It 
is remarkable that on the day the Duke of Savoy signed 
the edict re-establishing the Vaudois (viz., on the 4th 
June), King William began his journey to Ireland, and 
on the 1st of July, fought the battle of the Boyne, de- 
scribed, I think, as the great earthquake in which the 
tenth part of the city fell, — England being finally se- 
vered from the Papacy by the battle gained on Irish 
ground. * It is said the witnesses are to prophecy 1260 
days clothed in sackcloth; those days ending, or the 
testimony of the witnesses being finished, when they 
were figuratively slain. Since their re-establishment in 
1690, or, in the language of prophecy, ascension to 
heaven, they have been clothed in sackcloth, or been in 
a depressed condition, in their valleys ; but the Vaudois 
as represented by faithful christians, triumphed in that 
year ; the converts triumphed, the missionaries ere long 
resumed their sackcloth. 

* " William's resolution to take the Irish war upon himself saved 
not only that country, but England. Our own constitution was won 
on the Boyne." — Hallam. 
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Ver. 5. " If any man will hurt them, fire proceedeth 
out of their mouth, and devoureth their enemies." The 
Almighty destroying their enemies for having hurt the 
witnesses, the witnesses are spoken of as the cause of 
their destruction. 

"According to Claude Seissel, Archbishop of Turin, 
many persons at various times have endeavoured to 
extirpate them, but contrary to general expectation, 
they have still continued conquerors, or at least been 
wholly invincible." — Tractat adv Valdens, fol. 1 — Jaher, 

The 1260 days referred to are probably natural years, 
not prophetical, or years of 360 days. They would 
begin consequently in 426. About that time foreign 
priests in the south of France who condemned saint- 
worship are alluded to by Pope Celestin I. — (See p. 29.) 

"This Pope, in a second letter to the Bishops>of 
Vienne and Narbonne, again denounced other priests 
who had not been brought up in the Church, who 
came from some remote country, had foreign manners, 
understood the Scripture — according to the letter — 
preached novel doctrine, and refused penance (no 
doubt absolution) to the dying." (Delectus Actorum 
EccLESiJS UNIVERSALIS, 1. 1., pp. 181, 182) — MoTiostier. 
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THE CHURCH. CHAP. XH. 6, 14. 

6 And the woman fled into the toiidemeas, where %he hcAh 
a place prepared of God, that they should feed her there a 
thousand two hundred and threescore days. 

14 And to the woman were given two wings of a great 
eagle, that she might fly into the wilderness, into her place, 
where she is nourished for a time, and times, and half a 
time, from the face of the serpent. 

In 1690, the church or faithful christians ceased to be 
in the wilderness, and ascended with the witnesses to the 
figurative heaven ; and as the Woman who represents the 
Church was to be fed in the wilderness for 1260 days 
or natural years, she must have fled there in 430, or 
three and a half years afler the witnesses began to pro- 
phesy: and at the time the African Church, or the 
star called Wormwood, fell, Genseric having invaded 
Africa in 429. I do not think the same period denoted 
in verses 6 and 14, days, are supposed to be natural 
years, and a time 360 prophetical years of 360 days*— 

*¥lemiDg quotes Daniel iv.> 32 & 34, to prove that the same 
period is referred to both by times and days but the proof cannot, I 
think, be admitted. 

'* 32, And seven times shall pass over thee. 

** 34. And at the end of the days, I, Nebuchadnezzar.'* 
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the Woman therefore would be fed for 1260 years and 
nourished from the face of the serpent during the Beast's 
reign, or for 1260 prophetical or 1242 natural years, f 
See table of dates at the end of this pamphlet. 

f The Woman's abode in the Wilderness cannot synchronize with 
the reign of the Beast, for the Woman was persecuted by the Dragon 
and fled into the Wilderness before he gave his power to the Beast, 
ch. xii., 13 to 17 ; and xiii., 2. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

THE BEAST WITM SEVEN HEADS AND TEN HORNS. 

CHAP, xni., 1 8. 

1 And I stood upon the sand of the sea, and I saw a beast 
rise up outoftlie sea^ having seven heads and ten horns, and 
upon his horns ten croums, and upon his heads the name of 
blaspliemy. 

2 And tlie beast which I saw was like unto a leopard , and 
his feet were as the feet of a bear, and his numth as the 
mouth of a lion : and the dragon gave him his power, and 
his seat, and great authority, 

3 And I saw one of his heads as it were wounded to 
death ; and his deadly wound was healed : and all the world 
wondered after the beast, 

4 And they worshipped the dragon^ which gave power unto 
tlie beast : and they worshipped the beast, saying. Who is 
like unto the beast ? who is able to make war with him ? 

5 And there was given unto him a mouth speaking great 
things, and blasphemies : and power was given unto him to 
contiHtte forty and two months, 

6 And he opened his mouth in blasphemy against God, 
to blaspheme his name, and his tabernacle, and them that 
dwell in heaven. 
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7 And it was given unto him to make war with the saints, 
and to overcome them : and power was given him over all 
hindred-s, and tongues, and nations. 

8 A7id all that dwell upon the earth shall worship him 
whose nanfies are not written in the book of life of the Lamb 
slain from the foundation of the world. 



CHAP. XVII. 

1 And there came one of the seven angels which had the 
seven vials, and talked with me, saying unto ms, Coyne hitlier ; 
I will shew unto thee tlie judgment of tM great whore that 
sitteth upon many waters : 

3 With whom the kings of the earth have committed for- 
nication, and the inhabitants of the earth have been made 
drunk with the wine of her fornication. 

3 So he carried ms away in the spirit into the wilderness .- 
and I saw a womau sit upon a scarlet coloured beast, full of 
names of blasphemy, having seven heads and ten horns. 

4 And tlie woman was arrayed in purple and scarlet 
colour, and decked with gold and precious stones and pearls, 
having a golden cup in Jier hand full of abominations and 
filthi'ness of her fornication : ^ 

5 And upon her forehead was a name written, MYS- 
TEEY, BABYLOjST THE GEEAT, THE MOTHER 
OF HARLOTS AND ABOMINATIONS OF THE 
EARTH. 

6 And I saw the woman drunken with tlie- blood of the 
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saints, and with the blood of the martyrs of Jesus : and 
when I saw her, I wondered with great admiration, 

7 jdnd the angel said unto me, fFherefore didst thou 
marvel ? I will tell thee the mystery of the woman, and of 
the beast that carrieth her, which hath the seven heads and 
ten horns. 

8 The beast that thou sawest was, and is not ; and shall 
ascend out of tJte bottomless ^it, and go into perdition : and 
they that dwell on the earth shall wonder, whose names 
were not written in the book of life, from the foundation of 
the world, when they behold the beast that was, and is not, 
and yet is, 

9 ^nd here is the mind which hath wisdom. The seveti 
heads are seven mountains, on which the woman sitteth. 

10 And there are seven kings : five are fallen, and one is, 
and the other is not yet come ; and when he cometh lie must 
continue a short space, 

11 And the beast that was, and is not, even he is the 
eighth, and is of the seven, and goeth into perdition, 

12 Afid the ten horns which thou sawest are ten kings, 
which have received no kingdom, as yet ; but receive power 
as kings one hour with the beast, 

18 These have one mind, and shall give their power and 
strength unto the beast. 

14 These shall make war with the Lamb, and the Lamb 
shall overcome them : for he is the Lord of lords, and King 
of kings ; and they that are with him are called, and chosen^ 
andfait^uU 
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15 And he said unto me. The waters which thou sawest, 
where the whore sitteth, are peoples^ and multitudes^ and 
nations^ and tongues, 

16 And the ten horns which thdu sawest upon the beast , 
these shall hate the whore^ and shall make her desolate and 
nakedy and shall eat Jier flesh and bum her with fire. 

17 For God hath put in their hearts to fulfil his will, 
and to a^ree, and give their kingdom unto the beast, until 
the words of God shall be fulfilled, 

18 And the woman which thou sawest is that great city, 
which reigneth over the kings of the earth, 

" No doubt this beast represents the Roman empire, 
for thus far, ancients and moderns. Papists and Protes- 
tants, are agreed ; the subject for controversy is, whether 
Home : Pagan or Christian, Imperial or Papal, be meant. 
John saw this beast rising out of the sea, but the 
Roman empire had risen long before John's time, there- 
fore this must be the Roman empire in some future 
form, and it arose in another form after it was broken , 
in pieces hj the northern nations. It is remarkable 
that the dragon had seven crowns upon his heads, ' and 
there appeared another wonder in heaven, and behold 
a great red dragon, having seven heads and ten 
horns, and seven crowns upon his heads* (ch. 
xii. 3), but the beast hath upon his horns ten crowns ; 
so that there had been in the meantime a revolution of 
power from the heads of the dragon to the horns of the 
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beast, and the sovereignty which before was exercised 
by Rome alone, was now transferred to ten kingdoms ; 
but this happened after the empire had become Chris- 
tian." * The beast With ten horns mentioned by John 
is the same as the fourth beast with ten horns mentioned 
by Daniel, both symbolizing the Roman empire — 

CHAP. VII. 7, 8. 

7 Jfter this I saw in the night-visions ^ and behold a 
fourth beast, dreadful and terrible, and strong exceedingly ; 
and it Jiad great iron teeth : it devoured and brake in pieces 
and stamped the residue with the feet of it : and it was 
diverse from all the beasts that were before it; and it had 
ten horns, 

8 / considered the horns, and, behold, tJiere came up 
among tliem another little horn, before whom tliere were 
three of the first horns plucked up by the roots : and, behold, 
in this horn were eyes like the eyes of man, and a moitth 
speaking great things, 

"The beast perfectly resembles the little horn in 
Daniel. As the little horn (Daniel vii. 8, 25) hath a 
mouth speaking great things, and spake great words 
against the Most High, so there was given unto the 
beast a mouth speaking great things, and he opened 
his mouth in blasphemy against God. As the little 
horn (Daniel vii. 21) made war with the saints, and pre- 
vailed against them, so it was given unto the beast to 

* Bishop Newton. 
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make war with the saints, and to overcome them. As 
the little horn prospered until a time, times, and the 
dividing of time, so power was given unto the beast for 
forty-two months, which is exactly the same length of 
time. In both passages the same images and almost the 
same words are- employed. The existence of the beast 
is not limited to forty and two months, but during that 
time he is U) jpractise, prosper and prevail,* Pagan Rome 
cannot be understood by the beast ; for instead of ex- 
isting for 1260 years, it did not exist for 400 after the 
date of the prophecy. After a general account of the 
blasphemies and actions of the beast, there follows a 
specification of the particulars. He openeth his mouth 
in blasphemy against God. Blasphemy may be of two 
kinds — ^not only speaking dishonourably of the Su- 
preme Being, but likewise attributing to the creature 
what belongs to the Creator, which is often the sense 
of idolatry in Scripture ; as in Isaiah Ixv. 7 : 'They 
have burnt incense on the mountains, and blasphemed 
me on the hills.' The beast blasphemes by assuming 
divine titles and honours to himself; also by calling 
true Christians, who are the temple of the Almighty, 
schismatics and heretics, and anathematising them ac- 

* "Some read TroMycat TroXe/iov, to make war, not rightly 
understanding, I suppose, what is meant by woiriaai alone. It 
signifies to practise, to prevail, and prosper. The Hebrew word 
in Dan. yiii. 12, translated into Greek, iroiiivai, is in our version, 
practised and prospered.** — ^Newton. 
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cordingly. It was given unto him to make war with 
the saints, and to overcome them ; and who can number 
the pious Christians who have &Ilen a sacrifice to the 
bigotry and cruelty of Rome ! Mede, upon this place, 
hath observed on good authority, that during the cru- 
sade against the Albigenses, in the south of France 
alone, there perished a million. The Duke of Alva 
boasted that while he governed the Netherlands thirty- 
six thousand persons* had been despatched by the com- 
mon executioner. Sanders himself confesses that an 
innumerable multitude of Lollards and Sacramenta- 
rians were burnt throughout all Europe, who yet, he 
says, were not put to death by the pope and bishops, 
but by the civil magistrate ; '* f which perfectly agrees 
with prophecy — ^the ten horns or kings have one mind, 
and shall give their power and strength unto the 
beast. 

The beast is alluded to in 2 Thess. ii. 1 — 12 : — 

1 Now we beseech you, brethren, by the coming of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, and by our gathering together unto him, 

2 That ye be not soon shaken in mind, or be troubled, 
neither by spirit, nor by word, nor by letter as from us, as 
that the day of Christ is at hand, 

3 Let no man deceive you by any means : for that day 

* " Eighteen thousand persons.'^ — Grotius^ quoted by Hume, 
t Bishop Newton. 
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shall not come, except there come a falling away first, and 
that man of sin he revealedi t/ie son of perdition ; 

4 Who opposeth and exalteth himself above all that is 
called Gody or that is worshipped ; so that he, aw God^ 
sitteth in the temple of God, shomng himself that he is God. 

5 Bememher ye not, that, when I was with you, I told 
you these things ? 

6 And now ye know, what withholdeth, that he might 
be repealed in his time, 

7 For the mystery of iniquity doth already work : only he 
who now letteth will let, until he be taken out of the way : 

8 And tlien shall that Wicked one be revealed, whom the 
Lord shall consume with the spirit of his mouth, and shall 
destroy unth the brightness of his coming : 

9 Hven him, whose coming is after the working of Satati^ 
with all power, and signs, and lying wonders, 

1 And with all deeeivableness of unrighteousness in them 
that perish ; because they received not the love of the trttih, 
that they might be saved. 

11 And for this cause God shall send them strong delu* 
aion, that they should believe a lie ; 

12 That they all might be damined who believed not tJie 
truth, but had pleasure in unrighteousness, 

^^ Papists, Protestants, and the early Fathers, are 
unanimous in maintaining that the Man of Sin and the 
little horn of the fourth wild beast of Daniel shadow out 
one and the same power. What the impediment was to 

D 
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the revelation of the Man of Si A, Paul does not say. It 
is clear he had mentioned it to the Thessalonians : ^ E.e- 
member ye not, that, when I was with you, I told you 
these things ! ' We find an unanimous persuasion among 
the Fathers that the impediment thus darkly alluded to 
was the Koman empire, and that the Apostle did not 
mention it in writing, lest an open declaration that the 
eternal empire would fall and make room for the Man of 
Sin might be construed by the government into an act 
of treasonable disaffection. The removal of the impedi- 
ment is immediately to be followed by the revelation of 
the Man of Sin : * Ye know what withholdeth, in order 
that the Man of Sin might be revealed in his own ap- 
pointed time. For the mystery of lawlessness doth 
already work, only there is one which withholdeth until 
he be removed from the midst, and then shall that law- 
less one be revealed.' By then is denoted an immediate 
revelation of the lawless one. This was so clearly seen 
by the early Fathers, that, believing the impediment to 
be the Roman empire, they, with the primitive church, 
fervently prayed for its continuance, expecting that it 
would be replaced by a power violent and tyrannical, 
that would afflict the world with infinite calamities," 

" Mr. Mede fixes the revelation of the Man of Sin, and 
the commencement of the three times and a half, in the 
year 456, for in that year was completed the list which 
he proposes to give of the ten kingdoms ; and in that 
year the Western Empire may be considered fallen, it 
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being a name .without a reality for the intervening 
twenty years, to the final deposition of the last emperor 
Augustus." 

" The Apostle I more than suspect told the Thessa- 
lonians not that the Koman empire, but the coercing 
law of the empire was the impediment, for he speaks 
of it both in the neuter and masculine form. Now ye 
know the coercing power, and again. There is the coerc- 
ing until it be removed from the midst. By those who 
had orally conversed with the Apostle, the suppressed 
member of the phrase law of the Koman empire, would 
readily be supplied.*" 

In 448, the Roman troops finally quitted Britain. The 
Saxons are said to have arrived in or about the following 
year. The subverters of the Western Empire had pre- 
viously settled in the remaining provinces.f I think it 
probable that the Saxons completed the list of tribes or 
nations described as horns. From the Saxon invasion the 
Barbarian rule was established throughout the West. 
The resti'aining power spoken of by the Apostle then 
• ceased. It continued, I think, in Britain till 448. 

* Faber abridged. 

t " It is in the Western or Latin Empire that the ten kingdoms 
are to be found, — ^for this was properly the body of the fourth 
beast ; the Greek or Eastern Empire belonging to the body of the 
third beast, — and out of the Western Roman Empire arose ten 
kingdoms, after which sprang np the little horn, who bath eyes like 
those of a man that is a seer, as Sir I. Newton says {ewiffKoiros^t or 
bishopi in the literal sense." — (^Bishop Newton,) 

d2 
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For although Honorius had previously jrelinquished his 
rights of sovereignty, mutual offices of friendship prove 
Roman influence to have remained. 

I think the period during which the beast was to 
practise, prosper, and prevail, began in 448, and 
ended in 1690 ; 1260 prophetical, or 1242 natural 
years, being denoted by the forty-two months named for 
his reign. The Saxons perhaps, invaded Britain in 
448, not 49, and were the last of the ten nations who 
were to receive power as kings within the Western 
Empire— one hour — or at the same time with the 
Beast.*- 

In 1690 the tenth part of the city fell — the result of 
the campaign in Ireland. At the Reformation, several 
nations had been released from the yoke of Popery, but 
the beast's alloted domain was within the boundary of 
the Western Empire, where the ten kingdoms figured by 
the horns must be looked for,! ten horns out of this 
kingdom are ten kings that shall arise. — (Dan. vii, 24). 
Ten horns would not suffice to figure the kingdoms of 
the beast, had his subjects beyond the Western Empire 
been alluded to ; he might have lost any. other than a 

^According to Bede, the Saxons arrived about 446 — " This is for 
the present the state of all Britain, in the year since the coming of 
the English into Britain, about 285— but in the 73l8t year of the 
incarnation of our Lord.'' 

t It is remarkable that, on the Continent^ the boundary of the 
Western Empire has been very nearly that of Romanismj from the 
Reformation to this day. 
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Roman province without the power as represented in 
the vision being impaired ; but a kingdom having fallen 
within the fixed boundary, a symbol of dominion would 
vanish from the beast ; this would denote that the term 
had ended for practising and prevailing on the alloted 
ground.* 

The prophet is told that the beast shall receive the 
power and strength of the ten kings. — (Ch. xvii. 13). 
He is consequently described with ten horns — symbols 
of future power. When the forty-two months began, 
the obstacle to acquiring power had been removed. 

In 448, Leo the Great was Bishop of Rome, and the 
first who claimed the primacy of the Universal Church. 
He enlarged almost indefinitely the priestly power, by 
altering the terms on which offenders might be re-ad- 
mitted to church-fellowship, — private confession to a 
priest being substituted for public acknowledgment of 
offences. " In the Church he took much pains con- 
cerning matters of discipline, and appears to have sup- 
ported the cause of truth and uprightness in general, 
though constantly attending to the amplification of the 
Roman See. Leo attempted to extend his influence in 
France, but was met with a firm resistance. The 
celibacy of the clergy was more strictly enforced by him 
than by any Bishop of Rome before. Yet in Christian 

* The beast's reign was succeeded by the era of infidelity, 
figured, I think, by the pale horse and Deaths after the opening of 
the fourth seaL 
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doctrines he was not only evangelical in general, but 
also in a very elaborate and perspicuous manner, so as 
to evince the pains he had taken to understand the 
Scriptures."* 

Three of the first horm were jpluckedwp by the roots before 
the little horn (Dan. vii. 8). 
They fell before him (verse 20). 
He shall subdue three kings (verse 24). 

Three of the first horns the Heruli, Goths, and Franks 
acquired sovereign power in the papal territory — their 
sovereignties were plucked up by the roots. 

The Heruli are named on the supposition that they 
had invaded the Western Empire previously to 448, and 
were thus of the first horns. 



CHAP. xin. 3. 

3 And I saw one of his heads as it were wounded to 
death ; and his deadly wound was healed. 

The Roman State was not wounded to death by the 
Heruli, or Goths, "the citizens being allowed their 
ancient form of government by senate, consuls, and other 
subordinate magistrates. These were at first suppressed 
by Odoacer, but after two or three years restored. 

* Milner* 



/ 
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Theodoric changed no Roman institution, and only 
citizens were appointed senators, consuls, or patricians. 
But Eome being taken by Belisarius in 537, and Italy 
afterwards subdued by Narses, Longinus was appointed 
by Justin II. absolute governor of Italy, in 566 or 568. 
He quite altered the form of government, abolished all 
former authority in Rome and Italy, and gave every 
important city a new governor, with the title of Duke. 
He himself presided over all, and, residing at Ravenna, 
was called exarch of that town, as was also each of his 
successors. Rome, the Empress of the world, was 
now reduced to a Dukedom, subject to a provincial 
town." * 

" His deadly wound was healed " in 730. The Ro- 
mans having wickedly revolted from the Emperor to 
the Pope,"!" a government emanating from the nation was 
restored. The citizens chose their own magistrates, 
elected their own senate, and Rome was never again 
subject to the Eastern Empire. 

* Newton. 

f Xjeo the Isaurian having ordered the removal of images from 
altars and chancels to remote places in the church where they 
might be seen without inspiring veneration, and having subse- 
quently ordered their removal altogether from churches, Gregory II., 
in his zeal for idolatry, incited the Italians to rebel. The Emperor 
failed in his endeavour to reduce Rome, and at Ravenna his troop8> 
were signally defeated. 
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CHAP. XIII. 11 — 18. 

11 And I beheld another beast coming wp out of the 
earth ; and he had two harm like a lamb, and he spake as 
a dragon, 

12 And he exerciseth all the power of the first beast 
before him, and causeth the earth, and them which dwell 
therein, to worship the first beast, whose deadly wound was 
healed, 

13 And he doeth great wonders, so that he makethfire 
come dovmfrom heaven on the earth in the sight of men, 

14 And deceiveth them that dwell on the earth by the 
means of those miracles which he had power to do in the 
sight of the beast, saying to them that dwell on the earth, 
that they should make an image to the beast, which had the 
wound by a sword, and did live, 

15 And he had power to give life unto the image of the 
beast, that the image of the beast should both speak, and 
cause thai as many as would not worship the image qf the 
beast should be killed, 

16 And he caused all, both small and great, rich and 
poor, free and bond, to receive a mark in their right Itand, 
or in their foreheads : 

17 And that no man might buy or sell, save he that had 

the mark, or the name of the beast, or the number of his 
name* 
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18 Here u wisdom. Let Mm tlmt hath understanding 
count the number of the beast : for it is the number of a 
man ; and his nwmher is six hundred threescore and six. 

Since the reign of the beast infidelity has prevailed 
in the territory formerly subject to him. Romanism, up- 
held by infidels for state purposes, or that faithful 
Christians might be silenced, may be likened to an image 
being the form of an obsolete superstition. Rulers who 
enjoin conformity to a mock religion give life to the 
image, and make the image of the beast speak by giving 
commands in the name of a disregarded clergy. 

" The beast that was, and is not, and yet is.** — (Chap, 
xvii. 8). 

The idolatrous Church being figured by the beast, 
idolatry, as viewed by the Christians, may be here 
spoken of. With them it had been. 

" It is not." — Christians have not apostatized. 

It " yet is."^ — There are seeds of evil in the Church 
that will expand into idolatry — the old objects of worship 
being replaced by the virgin, saints, and relics. That 
there was danger of this appears by comparing 1 Tim. iv. 
1 and 6, " T/ie Spirit speaketh expressly, that in the latter 
times some shall apostatize from the faith, giving heed to 
erroneov^s ^irits and doctrines concerning demons** 

In verse 6, the duty of warning the brethren against 
such doctrines is pointed out. It is therefore probable 
that a disposition to receive them had appeared. 
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CHAP. xvn. 9 — 11. 

9 And here is the mind which hath toisdom. The seven 
heads are seven mountains, on which the woman sitteth, 

10 And there are seven kings : Jive are fallen, and one 
is, and the other is not yet come ; and wlten he cometh, he 
must continue a short space. 

11 And the beast that was, and is not, even he is the 
eighth, and is of tJie seven, and goeth into perdition, 

12. And the ten horns which thou sawest are ten kings, 
which have received no kingdom as yet, hut receive power as 
kings one hour with the beast, 

13. These have one mind, and shall give their power and 
strength unto the beast, 

" The seven heads have a double signification : .they 
are primarily seven mountains on which the woman 
sitteth, the well-known situation of Kome. The city 
with seven hills being frequently spoken of by his- 
torians, geographers, and poets. It has been observed 
that new Rome or Constantinople is also situated on 
seven hills, but in comparison with the hills of Rome 
they are rarely mentioned, and only by obscure au- 
thors: other particulars also must coincide, which 
cannot be found in Constantinople." — Newton. 

The seven mountains cannot figure the different 
forms of government that existed in Rome. Compari- 
son with other parts of Scripture would never lead to 
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this conclusion. Grand historical outlines are given, 
but a sketch is not filled up. Mountains are emblems 
of strength. The mountains round about Jerusalem 
represented Almighty protection . — (Psalm cxxv). The 
seven Eoman hills perhaps represent the State itself, 
the five principal divisions of the Western Empire 
(figured by the fourth beast), Gaul, Spain, Africa, 
Southern Germany, Britain, and the new power of the 
barbarians. "Five are fallen," — ^the five provinces. 
"One is," — the Roman State ; when the prophet wrote, 
it existed unimpaired. " The other is not yet come, and 
when he cometh, he must continue a short space." The 
Goths or Germans had not yet been sovereigns of 
Home, their continuance as ruling powers was short 
from the time Gothic soldiers could depose and nomi- 
nate Emperors, to the capture of Rome by Belisarius, 
in 637 ; the foreign sovereignty revived by Charle- 
magne again continued for a short space. One 
can imagine the northern ihvaders being figured 
by a mountain, as they must have strengthened the 
State by settling in Italy. The vigour they had im- 
parted appeared in the republics of after-ages. 

In the 10th and 12th verses, kings may also mean 
kingdoms, and I conclude nations. In Dan. vii. 6, 
four Greek sovereignties are represented by four heads ; 
but one head represents ten kingdoms founded by the 
Goths or Germans, for the ten kings " have one mind, 
and shall give their power and strength unto the 
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beast," Rev. xvii. 13 ; being united as religionists tliey 
are represented by one head, or as one king, or kingdom, 
or nation. '* For God hath put in their hearts to fulfil 
his will, and to agree and give their kingdom unto the 
beast until the words of God shall be fulfilled," Eev. 
xvii. 17. 

'' And the head thai was, and is not, even he is the 
eighth, and is of the seven, and goeth into perdition,^* 
The Papal power is of the seven, it being a revival 
v, of the Roman State ; also considered an eighth power ; 

authority being maintained in a way previously un- 
known. 
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TI^ dates already referred to, with others in Daniel, are 
arrafhged in the foUowing Table. It will he seen that 
times or montlis^ not days, are mentioned, w/ien the dura- 
tion of the Beasfs reign is alluded to. 

448 TO 1690. 



The saints are given into the hand of the little horn, 
until a time, times, and the dividing of time, (Dan. vii. 
25), or for 1260 prophetical, or 1242 natural years. 

The outer court "is given unto the Gentiles, and 
the holy city shall they tread under foot forty and two 
months." Rev. xi. 2. 

" The literal Jerusalem having been trodden down for 
seventeen centuries, the Mystical Jerusalem or visible 
church of Christ must here be referred to. The city 
being mystical, so also are the Gentiles." — (Faher). The 
Faithful church was trodden down during the Beast's 
reign. 

Power is given to the beast to practise and prevail for 
forty-two months, or 1242 natural years. Rev. xiii. 5. 

The woman is nourished for a time, times, and half a 
time from the face of the serpent, or nourished during 
the beast's reign. Rev. xii. 14. 
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426 TO 1686. 



The two witnesses prophesy clothed in sackcloth, 
1260 days or natural years. Rev. xi. 3. 



430 TO 1690. 



The womaA is fed in the wilderness 1260 days, (Rev. 
xii. 6), having fled there three and a half years after 
the witnesses began to prophesy, and at the time the 
African church fell. 

B.C. 610 to A.C. 1690. 

Daniel viii. 13, 14. 

1 3 Then I heard one saint speaking ^ and another saint said 
unto that certain saint which spake, How long shall be 
the vision concerning the daily sacrifice and the transgression 
qf desolation to give both tlie sanctuary and the host to be 
trodden underfoot ? 

14 And he said unto mcy Unto two thousand three hundred 
days, then shall the sanctuary be justified. 

Pharaoh Necho defeated and slew King Josiah at 
Megiddo B.C. 610 (2 Kings xxiii. 29) ; he subsequently 
deposed Jehoahaz, and exacted tribute from the land. 
The Jews were shortly after carried captive to Babylon. 
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During nearly the whole period from B.C. 610 to 
A.c. 1690, the true church was trodden under foot. 

The original expresses dayt in this passage by 
evenings and mornings, the daily sacrifice in the temple 
having been offered up every evening and morning. 
A period both before and after the Christian dispensa- 
tion may be included in the 2,300 years, the literal 
sacrifice being followed by the spiritual. 

Ye also as lively stones are built up a spiritual lumse — 
an holy priesthood to offer up spiritual sacrifice acceptable 
to God by Jesus Christ (1 Peter ii. 5). 

DAN. XII. 1 — 7. 

1 jind at that time shall Michael stand up, the great prince 
which standeth for tJie children of thy people, and tliere 
shall be a time of trouble such as never was since there was 
a nation to that same time, and at that time thy people 
shall be delivered, every one that shall be found written in 
the book, 

2 j^nd many of them that sleep in the dust of the earth 
shall awake, some to everlasting life, and some to shame and 
everlasting contempt, 

3 A7id they that be teachers shall shine as the brightness of 
the firmament, and they that turn many to righteousness, as 
the stars for ever and ever, 

4 But thou, Daniel, shut up the wor9s, and seal the book, 
even to the time of the end, mavy shall run to and fro, and 
knowledge shall be increased. 
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5 Then I Daniel looked ^ and, heliold, there stood other two, 
the one on this side of the bank of the river, and the other 
on that side of the hanlc%f the river, 

C And one said to the man clothed in linen, which was 
upon tlie waters of tJie river. How long shall it be to ilie 
end of tlvese wonders ? 

7 And I heard the man clothed in linen, which was upon 
the waters of the river, wJten he held up his right hand and 
his left hand unto heaven, and stoare by him that livethfor 
ever that it sliall be for a time, times, and an half ; and 
when he shall have accomplished to scatter the power of tJie 
holy people, all these things shall be finished, 

K faithful Christians are spoken of as thy people, and 
the people written in the book, and the Jews as the holy 
people, the passage might be explained — but for the 
explanation to be satisfactory one should point out events 
recorded in history similar to those predicted in the latter 
part of the 11th chapter — for at the end of the three times 
and half " all tliese things shall be finished.** The wars in 
the seventh century may be referred to in verse 1 : the 
people to be delivered may have been the PauHcians — 
adherents to the Mosaic dispensation after the promulga* 
tion of Christianity would not be spoken of as written in 
the book, and perhaps not as thy people, the members of 
the true church would be Daniel's people in a spiritual 
sense. The language in the second verse appears to be 
figurative. 
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The dispersion of the Jews began with the capture of 
Jerosalem by Nebuchadnezzar, November, b. c, 606, 
Three times and half on 1242 years being the period 
named for their complete dispersion, it would end a.c. 637, 
or five years after the death of Mahomet, and in the year 
Jerusalem was taken by the Saracens. The Jews are not 
considered completely scattered till this time : for on the 
destruction of Jerusalem by the Eomans many of them 
fled to Arabia, proselytized several of the tribes, and pos- 
sessed many of the towns and fortresses ; they probably 
remained unmolested to the time of Mahomet; "by 
rejecting his doctrine they became the objects of impla- 
cable hatred with which he persecuted that unfortunate 
people to the last moment of his life." — {Gibbon.) 

Mahomet appears described in chap. viii. 23, as " a 
king of fierce countenance and understanding dark 
sentences." 

" And he shall destroy the people of the Holy Ones." 

" And his power shall be mighty, but not by his own 
power," i,€,y he shall acquire dominion by the voluntary 
submission of his countrymen, having no hereditary claim 
to their allegiance. In verse 22, Alexander's successors 
are said not to have stood up in his power not being his 
descendants : thus Mahomet did not stand up in his own 
power ; or, in other words, in that of his ancestors — ^for 
they had none to transmit. 

E 
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CHAP. xn. 9 — 12. 

9 And he said. Go fhy way, Daniel : for the words are 
closed up and sealed till the time of the end. 

10 Many shall he purified, and made white, and tried; 
hut the wicked shall do wickedly ; and none of the wicked 
sluill understand ; hut the wise shall understand, 

11 And from the time that the daily sacrifice shall he 
taken away, atid tlte abomination that maketh desolate set 
up, there shall he a thousand two hundred and ninety days. 

12 Blessed is he tJiat waiteth, and cometh to the thousand 
three hundred and five and thirty days. 

■ The daily sacrifice was taken away when Jerusalem 
was besieged, a.d. 70. " The Jews, as Jerome informs 
us, understood the abomination of desolation to relate 
to the pollution of the temple by the Romans under 
Titus,"-— (i^aJer), from 70 there are 1290 years to 1860." 
" In this precise year Wycliffe, who has been well called 
the Morning Star of the Reformation, began effectually 
to preach and protest against the mendicant friars and 
the corruptions of popery. From that time many who 
had hitherto been within the pale of the apostate 
Roman Church were purified and tried, until at length 
the principles of the Reformation triumphed over all 
opposition, but the wicked not understanding the coun- 
sels of the Almighty, still persevered in their wicked- 



ness." 
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^<The Waldenses and Albigenses had indeed long 
before the days of Wycliffe maintained the great truths 
of the Gospel, but they were not reformed from the 
Church of Kome. For holding firm the doctrine of 
their remote forefiithers, they, with a glorious singu- 
larity, needed no reformation." — {Fdber), 

Perhaps those who wait till 1405 are pronounced 
blessed, from the Bible being generally read at that 
time, its circulation must have been extensive to call 
forth the opposition from the Roman Church that one 
meets with, and a number of Bible manuscripts are still 
extant, copied from Wycliffe's translation. In 1408, a 
convocation at Oxford enacted a law called Arundel's 
constitution, by which all unauthorised persons were 
forbidden to translate any part of the Scjripture into 
English, and every one was warned against reading 
any version or treatise made either in Wycliffe's time 
or since, except it should be approved by the diocesan 
or provincial council. 

It was, perhaps, in 1405 that " the mighty angel came 
down from Iieaven, clothed with a cloud: and a rainbow upon 
his heady and his face as it were the sun, and his feet as 
pillars of fire : and he had in his hand a little book open : 
and he set his right foot upon tlie sea, and left on the 
earth:'— Hey. 10. 1, 2. 

^< In the eighth and ninth centuries when the vulgate 
had ceased to be generally intelligible, there is no 
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reason to suspect any intention in the Church to deprive 
the laity of the Scriptures. Translations were freely 
made into the vernacular languages, and perhaps read 
in churches, although the acts of saints were generally 
considered more instructive. Louis the Debonnaire is 
said to have caused a Grerman version of the new 
Testament to be made. Otfrid, in the same century, 
rendered the Gospels, or rather abridged them, into 
German verse. This work is still extant, and is in 
several respects an object of curiosity. In the eleventh 
or twelfth century, we find translations of the Psalms, 
Job, Kings, and the Maccabees, into French. But, 
after the diffusion of heretical opinions, or what was 
much the same thing, of free enquiry, it became ex- 
pedient to secure the orthodox faith from lawless in- 
terpretation. Accordingly the council of Toulouse, in 
1229, prohibited the laity from possessing the Scrip- 
tures, and this precaution was frequently repeated upon 
subsequent occasions. — (ffallam,) 



THE END. 
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